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Material Culture and History
Colombians represent a unique group of people originating from Colombia but have migrated to different parts of the world. In the U.S., Colombians represent a group of Latin Americans whose culture and heritage are admirable. Columbians are known for their cultural diversity with its culture dating back to 1525 when the Spanish visited Colombia and subsequently colonized the country. Over the last centuries, the country developed its culture with the presence of the Spanish people. Over these years of colonialization and after attainment of independence, five objects have stood out to represent the Colombians. Colombian Coffee, Sombrero Vueltiao, Paso Fino, Emerald and Tejo are unique objects that have stood the test of time among Colombians.
Sombrero Vueltiao is the Colombian hat that is famous among the Colombian people. The Sombrero Vueltiao means the manner in which the hat is worn. The hat is made through locally woven reeds and can take a period of up to a month. The indigenous Zenu people originally made the hat out of a particular type of cane. The hat can have different designs but has become popular among Columbians to date. During national events and sporting activities, you cannot miss seeing Colombians donning this special hats.
Colombian coffee is an object that is globally known for its quality brand. In Colombia, coffee represents a cash crop that is grown in all the parts of the world. It can be said to be the national drink with immigrant Colombians enjoying their fine coffee even in America. In typical occasions, Colombians cannot fail to prepare coffee for their quests (Bell, 2017). It is known as the drink that unites people together on different occasions. The drink has become popular among other groups of people something that identifies Colombians. Coffee production in Colombia has received backing by the government something that has stood out throughout history.
Paso Fino is the Colombian horse that was introduced by the Spanish and has become a national symbol. These horses were known for their fast movement something that became a necessity for any household. Even if the use of horses has reduced in transportation, they are still kept for recreation and preserve the heritage (Miville et al., 2018). Paso Fino identifies Colombians and those living in the U.S. still maintain their love for horses. The need for Paso Fino has been necessitated by the large plantations which offer undisrupted ways to ride horses.
Tejo represents a sport that is still popular and has spread to neighbouring countries of Bolivia. Tejo is an attractive sport which sees many people attending to look at the participants navigating through the tough challenges. It involves throwing a heavy disc on a board covered with clay (Miville et al., 2018). These boards explode when hit as they are covered with gunpowder. The sport has been developed where teams now compete against each other. The attractiveness of the sport shows the rich heritage and culture of the Colombian people.
Emerald is a jewel that is best known about Colombia. The Colombian emerald is considered one of the best in the world and was initially used for cultural practices. The jewel was so common among Colombians before it was commercialized after colonization (Miville et al., 2018). Even if the jewel is valuable, you can’t miss Colombians wearing jewels made out of emerald. The mining and commercialization are controlled by Colombians somethings that are still common to date.
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